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Western Massachusetts Funders’ Network 

Request for Proposals 

 

Consultant to Conduct an Analysis of Existing Needs Assessments  

in Western Massachusetts 

 

Deadline: Monday, March 2, 2020 

 

Summary 

The Western Massachusetts Funders’ Network seeks a Consultant to conduct an analysis of the existing 

data sources and needs assessments relevant to the counties of Western Massachusetts (Berkshire, 

Hampden, Hampshire, and Franklin). 

 

Background 

The Western Massachusetts Funders' Network (Network) is an inclusive network for grantmakers 

funding in, or based in, the four counties of Western Massachusetts. The network exists as a peer 

community to support grantmakers in the region and ultimately, to create a positive impact throughout 

Western Massachusetts.   

 

The Network comes together 2-3 times per year to learn together and, sometimes, to act together on 

topics pertaining to the trends and issues in the region, as well as the practice of philanthropy. Funders 

who meet the following criteria are invited to participate in the Network:  

● Based in the region, regardless of where funding goes. 

● Based in the region AND fund in the region.  

● Based outside of the region, but fund in the region.  

 

Participants in the Network are organizations whose primary focus is funding. This includes, but is not 

limited to: corporate funders; family foundations; private, independent foundations; individual donors; 

community and public foundations; and United Ways. 

 

The Network is convened by Philanthropy Massachusetts. This role includes thought partnership, 

meeting logistics, outreach, and support to the Network Co-chairs. 

 

To date, the Network has focused on peer-to-peer learning and relationship building, but it is now 

poised to engage in collective action and co-funding.  

  

http://www.philanthropma.org/
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Scope of Work 

The Network is commissioning this analysis in order to gain a holistic picture of (1) what data sources 

exist; (2) emerging trends around needs, strengths and challenges in the region; (3) existing gaps in data. 

 

The Network recognizes that a range of needs assessments exist across the counties (see partial list in 

Appendix 1). These vary across topic (eg: social determinants of health), methodology, and geography. 

The Network seeks an inventory of these various assessments and an analysis of their content.  

 

Consultant Deliverables 

● Inventory of existing needs assessment, both public and internal. 

● Summary of what organizations are required to do Community Health Needs Assessments. 

● A qualitative report that synthesizes trends from the different assessments. This report should 

help to make sense of the cumulative findings, pointing to themes across countries, where 

possible. The report should also speak to the nature of the different assessments, and what gaps 

exist in current assessments. Suggestions are welcome about how to develop a standardized 

community assessment across Western MA for easier comparison in the future.  

● A presentation to the Network on the key findings of the report.  

 

Consultant Profile 

Consultants who respond to this RFP must demonstrate the following experience and capacities: 

 

● Knowledge of the countries of Western Massachusetts, and existing relationships with 

institutions in the region. 

● Experience conducting quantitative and qualitative research, data collection, and report writing. 

● Strong research, writing, and project management skills. 

  

Next Steps 

To respond to this RFP, please submit a proposal of no more than three pages that includes: 

 

● A description of how you would approach the outlined deliverables and your timeline. 

● A description of your qualifications, outlining in particular how you or your team demonstrate 

the capacities listed above. 

● An estimate of your day or hourly rate,  total charges, a not-to-exceed figure in total or per 

month, and an estimate of any other anticipated costs (materials, travel).  

● Three references with name, title, phone number, and email (this is not included in the 3 page 

limit). If you have any references in Western Massachusetts, please be sure to highlight that.  
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Review Process 

A working group of the Network will vet proposals and prepare a short list of candidates for review by 

the full Network.   

 

Please submit proposals via email by Monday, March 2nd to Jessica Berns, Network Vibrancy Director at 

Philanthropy Massachusetts (jberns@philanthropyma.org). 

 

Questions can be directed via email to Jessica. 

  

file://///BT5TSD1/BT5-data$/Company/Networks/Networks_Geographical/Western%20MA/2020%20Western%20MA/Working%20Grp%20Needs%20Assessments/jberns@philanthropyma.org
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Appendix 1: Partial list of existing, public needs assessments 

 

Berkshire County Community Health Needs Assessment 

Berkshire Taconic Community Assessments 

Berkshire United Way 

Community Action of the Franklin, Hampden & North Quabbin Regions 

Community Health Needs Assessment (2016) - Hampden 

Community Health Needs Assessment (2016) - Franklin 

Hampden County Health Improvement Plan 

Franklin County and North Quabbin Health Improvement Plan  

Status of Women & Girls 

 

Hospitals 

Baystate Health  

Mercy Medical Center  

Cooley Dickinson Hospital  

Shriners Hospitals for Children - Springfield 

Holyoke Medical Center 

 

Assessments re: MGM (addition / gambling) 

Arts assessments by Berkshires Taconic Community Foundation and  

Community Foundation of Western MA 

Forthcoming: regional housing survey (Community Foundation of Western MA) 

 

 

 

http://www.berkshirehealthsystems.org/documents/Health%20Needs%20Assessment/Berkshire%20County%20Health%20Needs%20Assement%202018%20Final.pdf
https://www.acloserlook.net/
https://www.berkshireunitedway.org/sites/berkshireunitedway.org/files/Community%20Impact%202018.pdf
https://frcog.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Community-Action-2018-20-NEEDS-ASSESSMENT.pdf
https://www.publichealthwm.org/application/files/8415/1568/7144/BMC_CHNA.pdf
https://www.publichealthwm.org/application/files/9815/1568/7145/BFMC_CHNA.pdf
http://www.pvpc.org/sites/default/files/doc-hampden-county-health-improvement-plan-chip2932.pdf
https://frcog.org/program-services/regionalization-special-projects/chip/
https://www.mywomensfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/FINAL_Status-of-Women-and-Girls-in-Western-Massachusetts-2019.pdf
https://www.baystatehealth.org/about-us/community-programs/community-benefits/community-health-needs-assessment
https://www.mercycares.com/body-springfield.cfm?id=265&fr=true
https://www.cooleydickinson.org/2019/10/addressing-community-health-needs-cooley-announces-report-plan/
https://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/shc/chna
https://www.holyokehealth.com/about-us/2019-community-health-needs-assessment/?lang=es

